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BEFORE TEE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 1 

James E. Gonzales 1 
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’ CONCILIATION AGREEMENT . 

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“Commission“); pursuppt 

to information ascertained in themmnal c o w ’  of carrying out its supemimry rcsponsibilitirP- 

The Commission fbmd reason to believe that J&es E. Gonzale4 (“Responder$’) knowingly and 

w 

willfulty viohtcd 2 U.S.C. §Q 441b(a), and 441f. 

’ NOW, THEREFORE, the cornmissitin i+ the Respoqdmt, havingparticipaced i i .  

informal methods of conciliation, prior to a a of probable ca- to $eficyt, do hereby agree 

as follows: 

. .  

I. The Cammission has jurisdiction over the Respondent and.thg,subject . .  matter of this 
. .  

ppcecding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered into pursuant to.2 U.S.C. . .  

0 437g(a)(41(A)(i). 

II. Respondent has had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be 

taken in this matter. For the purposes of this conciliation agreement only, Respondent has agreed 

to the facts and a hll and fiaal’setrlement as set forth in this agreement. 

. .  

. 

III. Respondent enters vdluntarily into this agreement with the Commission. 

IV. The pcrtinent facts in this m ~ t e r  arias follows: 

1. Respondent was a11 cmyloycc of Rust Erivironnicot and InfCastructure, lix. (“Rust”) 
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maintaining nlatianship~ with public officials and decision-makers, serving as a "client 

advocate" fbr Rust projects as well as various marketing and q g c m e n t  functions. - 
. .  

2. During'his employment by Rusf Respondent madc political conlriiutions on behalf of 

his employer to various federal campaign w m m i k  by writing personal checks to those 

..committees. He then was rcimburscd by his cmploycr, Rust Environment and hhstmcture, 

Inc., through mileage claims in Rust travel and expense teports in amounts qual to the political 

qnntributim. Respondat asserts that these actbns were taken at the direction of his Stid 

supcnrisor and with'tht approval of his subsequent supervisors. 

' 3 .  The Ad prohibits mporations fiom making contn'butions or expenditures @ 

conncctionwith a federal election. 2 U.S.C. §441b(a). Scction 44lb(a) of the act also prohibits. ' 

any officer or any director of any corporation &om consenting to any contributiohs or 

'. . 4. Further, Section 441 f of the Act prohibits any person fiormmaking a contribution in ' 

the name of another person or h m  permitting his or her name to be used to effect such a , 

contribution. 

V. Respondent violated 2'U.S.C. Q 441 b(a) and 5441 f by consemting to the making of 

carpoiate conMbutions to federa1 corpmittees and obtaining reimbursement h m  &,e corporation, 

Rust Environment and Infiastnrcturc, Lnc., and by permitting his'name to be used to eff'ect such a 

contribution. 

VI. Hcspondent w.ill pay 3 civil pcrialty to thc Fctlt.ral.Electioii Commission in thc 
. .  

mount of fivc diousuntl duIltus (Ss,OOO), pursuant to 2 {J.S.C. 9 437gja)(5)(A). 

. .  
' . .. 



VII. The Cqmmission, on request of anyme filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C;' 

8 437g(a)(l) c o n c d g  the mattcrs at issue hcrcin or on its own motion, may reviey compliance 

with this agreement. If the Commission belieties that this agreement or any requirement therqof 

has been violated, it may institute a civil action br relicfin the Ujitcd Stabs bishict Court fix 

the Disthct of Columbia 

VIII. lhb agraemcnt shall become effcdivc as of the date that all parties hereto have 

. .  .tx&utcd same aud dm Commission has appmv& the entire agretment. 
. .  

. . .  IX. ' Respondent shall have no morethan 30 days &om the date this agrekent becomes 

effkctive to comply with and implkent the requirements contained in . .  this agreeme&apd to 80 

. .  

X. Respondent undcrstauds that the recipkt campaign commitkcs will be requested to 

disgorge the abovarefercncsd reimbursed contributions to the United States Treasury. 

Respondent waives any and all claims he may have tq the refbud or rcimbursqncnt of such . .  
. .  

contributions. Respondent asserts that his. employes has indicated that the Gmpaxly has already .. 
. .  . .  

sought iehbb&n&t h m  the recipient campaign committees. ' 

XI. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the &tire agreement between the parties on 

the matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreeqcnt, either wripcn or oral. 

made by either party or by agene of either party, that is not contained in this wittcn agreement 

shall be enforceable. 

Q 



BY: 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

Lawrence H. Norton 
Aetieg General Comsel 

-~ActingAsaociateGerecralCousel 
Rhonda J. Vosdingh 

FORTHERESPONDkNT: 

YamesE.Mes Date 
. .  
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